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for a prepared revanche. They also turned to Boulanger as their
greatest hope. When Bismarck himself, in his Reichstag speech
of January 1887 named Boulanger as the greatest obstacle to
good relations between France and Germany, any remaining
doubts were dispelled. General Boulanger became 'General
Revanche'. And he was led to sponsor the cause of revision of
the constitution: revision in the direction of a far stronger and
more directly popular executive. Thrown out of office when
the ministry fell, in May, he was relegated to a military com-
mand in Auvergne, and thenceforth was ready to conspire in
order to regain his coveted ministry.
His chance came with the Wilson scandal of 1887—one of
those sudden dramatic revelations of political graft in high
quarters which so often precipitated political crisis in the par-
liamentary Republic. Daniel Wilson, the son-in-law of Jules
Grevy, the venerable President of the Republic since 1879, was
discovered to have carried on a prosperous traffic in decora-
tions and honours from the filysee itself. The scandal also in-
volved General Thibaudin, one of the few sound 'Republican
Generals5 who had been a Minister for War and was still mili-
tary governor of Paris. In the prolonged political crisis which
ensued, and which involved the resignation of both ministry
and President, the forces hostile to the Republic looked to
Boulanger as an ally. Both Monarchists and Bonapartists began
to pay court to him. When the Government dismissed him
from the Army, he had but one course left by which to pursue
his growing ambitions: popular agitation and the use of vio-
lence. Thanks to the eager support of both extreme Left and
most of the Right, and to the lavish financial help of the
Royalist Duchesse d'Uzes, he was elected in several constituen-
cies at once.1 The climax came in January 1889 when he
1 Cf. Souvenirs de la Duchesse d'Uzts (1939), Chapter IV, for a
most revealing account of her dealings with Boulanger. The memoirs
reveal a lady of curious natvete and vigour, ready to spend lavishly to
restore the monarchy. After an initial advance of 25,000 francs to-
wards Boulanger's election expenses, she placed three million francs
at the disposal of the so-called 'National committee' of Royalist
intriguers which included the Marquis de Breteuil, the Gomte de Mar-

